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The Effect of application of Neem seed meal and rice bran meal

on Brassica campestris cv. komatsuna Cultivation
Fumihiro ABE', Hideo SOETA', Shigeki YANAGISAWA?, Taku FUJITA? and Yuji SHIRAI'

" Food and Agricultural Materials Inspection Center, Fertilizer and Feed Inspection Department

? Food and Agricultural Materials Inspection Center, Kobe Regional Center

The neem (Azadirachta indica) is a tree in the mahogany family Meliaceae, native to India. The neem seed
meal is lees that are obtained by extracting oil from the neem seeds. We studied the effect of application of
neem seed meal on Brassica campestris cv. komatsuna cultivation, using rice bran meal as control.
Two types of soil were used: andosol and gray lowland soil. As a result, the effect of neem seed meal on
cultivation was superior to that of rice bran meal in both types of soil. The neem meal also showed higher
rate of utilization of nitrogen. This was probability because CN ratio of neem seed meal was lower than
that of rice bran meal, with the resolution level in the soil of the former being higher than that of the latter.
This result was similar to the result of a previous study on mineralization of organic nitrogen. The andosol
with high organic matter content was slightly superior to the gray lowland soil in its effect on cultivation,

with the standard deviation of the effect of the former being smaller than that of the latter.

Key words  neem seed meal, rice bran meal, fertilizer response

(Research Report of Fertilizer, 2, 88~96, 2009)



